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Dear Sarah Smith Community 

A community is much more than where people reside. It is
action, service, and caring. Your incredible support and care
continue to impact the academic future of our Sarah Smith
scholars. I am elated to share how your generosity benefits
the students of Sarah Smith and advances us toward our goal
of being "United in Excellence."
 
The Sarah Smith Education Foundation (SSEF) funding
provides our students with learning opportunities that
enhance the school curriculum. Have your children come
home excited about High Touch High Tech? Have they
shared an incredible science lab that their teachers
conducted with them? These are just a few learning
experiences SSEF offers our students through your donations.
SSEF has also purchased math manipulatives, classroom
libraries, and phonics instructional tools, amongst other
curriculum resources and supplies for the school.
 
The SSEF also promotes and encourages innovation at Sarah
Smith through teacher grants. Teachers can write a proposal
to fund a project, submit it to the foundation, and, if
approved, implement their project. The possibilities are
limitless! Many of you are aware of the teacher shortage crisis
across the nation. SSEF's work to support our teachers with
funding for classroom supplies, the International
Baccalaureate Programme, phonics, math, and professional
learning opportunities is critical to retaining and attracting
highly qualified staff. The support our scholars and faculty
receive from the SSEF is invaluable and has helped make
Sarah Smith a school of choice.
 
The CARES Act, introduced in March 2020, provided
additional funding for schools. With the end of CARES Act
funding, SSEF's support has become even more crucial in
fostering educational excellence at SRS.
 
I am incredibly grateful for your generous donations. Your
support truly makes a difference for our students and staff.
Thanks again for helping make Sarah Smith an exceptional
place for students to learn and grow!

Go to 
to learn more about the SSEF and
make your contribution today.

The Sarah Smith school community
values exceptional education beyond
what's ordinary. Public resources
alone can't support this, so SSEF
provides the extra funding needed to
maintain Sarah Smith's high
educational standards.

The SSEF is funded through
generous contributions from our
parents, grandparents, staff,
faculty, and community partners.

Sincerely,
Dwight Hutson
Principal 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

does a public school
need a foundation?

is the Sarah Smith
Education Foundation
funded?

Since 2006, the SSEF has
invested over
$3,000,000 in our
school’s curriculum,
including programs and
technology that benefit
EVERY student at Sarah
Smith EVERY day.

www.atlantapublicschools.us/ssef 

HOW

WHY

DONATE

TO THE STAR
FUND TODAY



The Sarah Smith Education Foundation (SSEF) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
that supports the quality of education at Sarah Smith Elementary through strategic

investments in curriculum and instructional programs that directly enhance the
school’s mission of academic excellence for all Sarah Smith students. 

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

REVENUE

EXPENSES

RESERVE FUND

Balance (07.01.24)

Increase to Reserve

Annual Campaign

+ Auction Event

+ Super Star Supporters

= Total Fundraising

Interest Income

- Total Fundraising

- General Administration

= Revenue in Excess of Expenses

$13,067

$5,904

$161,572

$113,303 

$33,821

$18,431

$165,555

$14,988

$616,870

$44,486

Total Revenue 

Total Fund Balance (as of 7.01.23) 

SSEF Curriculum and Classroom Funding $117,086

$661,356

$180,543

The Foundation strives to maintain a healthy reserve fund, and, in light of the Covid-19
pandemic, the reserve fund remains a crucial component of our mission to support the
stability of our school throughout unforeseen challenges, including unexpected expenses,
economic downturns, or fluctuations in revenue. With the end of the CARES act, expected
foundation expenses will rise in 2024-2025 and beyond.
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$117K 



ACADEMIC
PROGRAMS
$46,875

The largest percentage of SSEF funding was
Academic Programming. These dollars supported
curriculum initiatives that further all Sarah Smith
Elementary students’ mastery of Math, Science,
English and the Arts. 

CURRICULUM & CLASSROOM 
The SSEF funded more than $117,000 in
educational enrichment programs, materials and
training. The following is a comprehensive list of
investment areas funded to support our
standard of excellence and benefit every student
at Sarah Smith.

Grades: All

Specialist Programs - Art,
Language, Music &
PE..........$4,385

Classroom Libraries & Learning-
to-Read Resources .........$2,456

Grades: All

Math
Workbooks....................$8,466

Provides funds for program-
enhancing materials and equipment
to supplement what APS provides. 

Along with the media center,
classroom libraries and the
bookroom offer easy access to
literary resources. These libraries
boost literacy, reading time, and
skills like fluency and
comprehension. Funds cover books,
leveled readers, and novels to
support the Georgia Standards of
Excellence and IB Inquiry-based
Units.

Math manipulatives, consumables,
workbooks and “hands-on” tools 
to support the Common Core
Curriculum, Math Exemplars and
the APS math program. 

High Touch
High Tech............$17,222
Local scientists set up and
oversee ‘in-house’ field trips in
order to provide students with
hands-on learning directly tied to
each grade level’s Science
curriculum and the Georgia
Standards of Excellence.
Grades: All

Grades: All

International Baccalaureate
Inquiry Materials, Resources,
Dues & Programming
Fees.....................$10,375

SRS received IB status in 2006, which
promotes active learning, well-
roundedness, and global citizenship.
The IB program influences the entire
curriculum at SRS, focusing on
essential skills for learning and
global citizenship. SSEF funds cover
inquiry materials, teacher training,
and program fees.

The International Travelers Program
is a week-long immersion in a foreign
country’s culture, history, and
language. Unique to Sarah Smith, it’s
a collaborative effort involving parent
volunteers, teachers, and
administrators, bringing a new
country to the school each year.

Grades: All

International Travelers
Week....................$1,975

Grades: All

Grades: 3-5

Science
Lab..........$1,996
Enhance the IC science lab by
providing tools and materials for
basic scientific concepts and hands-
on experiments.



TALENT & MANAGEMENT
The SSEF is committed to supporting faculty
development opportunities that encourage
teaching innovation and excellence.
Investments in this area include a focus on
improving teacher efficacy in International
Baccalaureate Primary Years Program.

Classroom Investment
Funds........$24,100

Teacher Training, Enrichment &
Grants........$18,753

International Baccalaureate
Training................................$27,357

With the goal of enhancing the
teaching environment at SRS, the
SSEF provides a $300 check to every
full-time teacher to purchase
individualized classroom supplies 
in support of the curriculum. 

SSEF provides funds for teachers to
attend IB training and development
opportunities. 

SSEF funds are available for teachers
to attend training in the following
areas: Fundations, Fountas and
Pinnell reading and writing,
leadership. 

“As a teacher who has spent her entire
13-year career at Sarah Smith
Elementary, I can honestly say that
the Sarah Smith Education
Foundation has been one of my
biggest supporters.  Over the years,
the SSEF has provided endless
support through I.B. professional
learning trainings, paid educational
endorsement classes, leveled
classroom readers, document cameras
and much more.  

Thanks to the foundation, I’ve been able to craft out-of-the-box teaching methods
that continuously evolve creating a positive and happy learning environment for
my students. Their unwavering support has been invaluable.” 

- Melissa Baublitz, 3rd Grade Teacher 

TOTAL TALENT &
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAMS
$70,210



GOLD STAR 
($1,250-2,499)

SILVER STAR
($500-1,249)

SUPER STAR
($5,000-10,000)
Jenny & Frank Fotia
Lau Family Foundation 
Jarrett & Amber Sappington

Mary & Alan Anderson
Leticia Socal & Mathieu Bradier
Dan Calderwood
Adi & Megan Filipovic
The Gaudin Family
Patrick & Barrett Gleason
John & Kate Hays
Charlie & Rachel Howell
Cassie & Justin James
Cara & Lee Kneer
Joel & Annie May
The Mintman Family
Brent & Doug Munster
Nancy & Rory Priester
Matt Schickel
Luke & Mandi Simpson
Amit & Alexis Singh
Bryan & Kristin Steed

Nakisa & Vanessa Bidarian
Chip & Jeni Guy
Vadzim & Hanna Yazvinski
Daniel & Rebecca Hecht
James & Christie Hill
Clay & Andrea Huffman
Kyle & Amy Johns
Kate & Erik Johnson
Jennifer & Steven Little
Justin and Amber Livingston
Rachel and Ben Miller
Jenny & Lutao Ning
Pruthu & Nisha Patel
David & Sarah Scott
The Solomon Family
Breland & Alina Trahan
Tatiana Goldstein & Guillermo
Wasserman
The Yung Family
Elizabeth & Clay Zielinski

Michelle & Tom Lall
Kristina & Mc Alee Lemene
Rui Mao
Elizabeth Pomerantz
Garrett & Lauren Schneider
Kariim, Laquisha & Elle Smith
Alison Strok
The Switzer Family
Ben Tobian
Tony & Lizzi Winter
The Zulawski Family

STAR ($1-499)
Shelby Aikens
Dr. Sidney Baker
Yee-Lynn Chen
Joseph & Erika Drouin
Sara & Brent Eden
Kirsten & Jason Fionte
Shannon & Sanjay Ghosh
Angela Harwood
D'anne Heckert
Fairrah Jackson
Matthew & Catherine Kiefer
Catherine Larsen
Beth Maher
Gary & Linda Moore
Lanettra Moore
Justin & Keisha Prentiss
Przybyl Family
Robert Sarkissian
Jane & Paul Schwartz
The Slappey Family
Soult Family
Larissa Chismar & Justin Stanley
Skylar Willis-Johnson

Thank you for supporting the quality of education at Sarah Smith.
Your contributions help to maintain the high level of educational
excellence that we have all come to expect at Sarah Smith. 

Parent, Faculty and Community Donors contributed $180,543 to
our fundraising in 2023-2024

DONORS

Anonymous
Taylor & Melissa Anderson
Katy & Barron Barnes
Annabel Doust & Alex
Bernhardt

John & Kay Alexander
Martha Bucaram & Javier Irizarry
Sabrina & Luis Claudio Santos
Matt & Maura Gierl
Jack Harwood
Linda Nichols Hasty
Stephanie & John Houghton
Greer M. Hughes
Sarah & Will King

SHINING STAR
($2,500-4,999)



Aisha Murphy
Alejandra Andrews
Amy Vicente Gonzalez
Andrea Almario
Andrea Spencer
Andrew Montano
Anne Henry
Ashley Barnett
Aunjeanette Brown
Aveline Gore
Barb Witty
Becky Massey
Bejay Osby
Bennie Pennington
Bilal Blake
Bria Mitchell
Calder Altman
Carly Morris
Cathy Wright
Charissa Jones
Chaundra Yarbrough
Chiesa Carter
Claudia Rocabado
Claudia Simon Burgos

Thank You For
Your Donations!

CORPORATE DONORS

Please go to 
to donate for the 2024 - 2025 school year. 

www.atlantapublicschools.us/ssef 

Donation levels reflect actual donations/pledges received as of
06/30/2023. Corporate matching gifts are included upon receipt. We
strive for accuracy; however, please inform us of any errors. 

5 STAR
SUPPORTERS
$2,500+

4 STAR 
SUPPORTERS 
$1,500+

3 STAR
SUPPORTERS 
$500+

Chen Plumbing
Citizens Market ATL
Eurovision 
Learning Express
Lenox Mall
Levin Orthodontics
Publix

Brookhaven Children’s Dentistry
Brookhaven Orthodontics
Chido and Padres
Kona Ice
Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
Southern Baked Pie Company
The Big Ketch 
Tin Lizzy’s Cantina
Willy’s Mexicana Grill

Courtlyn Harrison 
Crystal Hollaway
Cynthia Poindexter
Daniel Sprague
Dara Campbell
Dasia Koonce
Dean Galatas
Debbie McClain
Deborah Watson
DeRavian Gray
Erin Glover
Gabrielle Snype
Hannah Martin
Iman Pearce
Indira Soto
Jaia Isbell
Janice Throckmorton
Jenell Mapp
Jeni Guy
Jennifer Chestnutt
Jessica Harron
John Blackwell
Joretta Dotson
Juanita Byner
Juliana Lira

Juliet Matula
Kaitlyn Mills
Karla Lamar
Karla Lewis
Kassandra Carlucci
Kelly Jordan-Monne
Kriti Mehrortra
Latrenda Willis
Letricia Henson
Lily Fries
Lizette Mariano
Mackie Zimmermann
Maria Ramirez
Martha Reed
Anonymous
Megan Kemp
Melanie Jones
Melissa Baublitz
Nancy Velez
Nitra Coleman
Obinna Ojukwu
Paola Tellez
Patrick Almand
Prissy Stewart

Critter Control
Dunkin Donuts (Roswell Rd)
Papa Johns (Roswell Rd) 
Planet Fitness Brookhaven
Pink Barre
PRUMC

FACULTY & ADMINISTRATION

Quinyana Long
Russell Rhan
Sara Moore
Sarita Palmer
Shadia Ramirez
Shannon Redding
Shantel Spencer
Simali Suthar
Stacey Samler
Stacie Savage
Summer Townsend
Teneshia Bryant
Tiana Manuel
Toi Carter
Torrance Johnson
Tytsie Jackson 
Vanessa Gittens
Vanessa Silis
Wendy Skeete

Elite Smiles
Flying Biscuit Sandy Springs
Kazoo Toys
Pig N Chik 
Pizza Forno
Samantha Ellis, Sotheby’s
Wing Factory 

2 STAR
SUPPORTERS 
$250+



Chair – Katy Barnes 

President - Kate Hays

Director of Curriculum Management –  Alison Strok

Director of Curriculum Management Elect –  Lizzi Winter 

Secretary – Kat Gaudin

Co Treasurer – Matt Schickel

Co Treasurer – James Hill

Director of Corporate Sponsorships – Mary Anderson

Director of Corporate Sponsorships Elect – Amber Sappington

Retail Bonus – Annabel Doust & Christie Hill 

Annual Campaign Chair – Jeni Guy

Annual Campaign Chair Elect – Jennifer Little

Marketing and Communications – Kate Hays

Marketing and Communications Elect –  Amy Johns

Auction Chair – Kristin Steed

Auction Chair – Barrett Gleason 

Principal – Dwight Hutson

Faculty Liaisons – Dara Campbell & Chaundra Yarbrough

Board of Directors 2023-2024

 
如果您需要此文檔的副本英
語以外的語言，請撥打以下號
碼：404.802.7580。翻譯/口譯等相
關服務也可應要求提供。

If you need a copy of this document in a language other than English, please call the following number: 404.802.7580.
Translation/Interpreter and other related services are also available upon request.

Spanish French Mandarin
Si usted necesita una copia de este Si vous avez besoin d’une copie de ce document 
documento en un idioma distinto del dans une langue autre que l’anglais, s’il vous 
Inglés, por favor llame al siguiente número: plaît appeler le numéro suivant: 404.802.7580. 
404.802.7580. Traducción/interpretación Traduction/interprétation et d’autres services 
y otros servicios también están disponibles connexes sont également disponibles sur demande.
bajo petición.


